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The Cornelis Westland Humanitarian Award seeks to recognize an individual or organization 
that has made significant and sustained contributions to the worldwide leisure movement, 

advancing human concerns. 

Website link: https://www.worldleisure.org/cornelis-westland-humanitarian-award/ 

Description 
The Cornelis Westland Humanitarian Award seeks to perpetuate the efforts of former World Leisure 
Secretary General Cor Westland. He was a sincere and authentic man – with a huge heart. 

Cornelis (Cor) Westland (1918 – 2008) served as Secretary General of WLRA from 1984 to 1996. 
Westland’s professional and personal journey was remarkable. Born in The Netherlands in 1918, 
Westland graduated from the Royal Military Academy and later earned a Bachelor of Physical 
Education from the Academy of Physical Education in Amsterdam. He served as an officer in the Royal 
Dutch East Indies Army from 1940 to 1951. During this period of time, he was a prisoner of war. 

From 1951 to 1953 he was a member of the faculty of the Royal Military College. In 1953, he immigrated 
to Canada and began his professional work with leisure and recreation with the YMCA. From 1966 to 
1970, he served as a recreation consultant with Fitness Canada and from 1970 to 1976 as Director of 
Recreation Canada. Following, from 1976 to 1984, he was an associate professor in the Department of 
Leisure Studies, University of Ottawa. 

As Secretary General, his work was central in the establishment of the World Leisure International 
Center of Excellence graduate programme (WICE) initially offered by the Christelijke Hogeschool Noord 
Nederland, Leeuwarden, Netherlands. He provided leadership to a variety of national and international 
conferences including the WLRA Symposium on Leisure staged at the UN in 1982 and the World 
Congress on Play in Human Settlements. Westland offered many keynote presentations in countries 
such as Argentina, Australia, Canada, Columbia, Germany, Israel, Japan, Mexico, The Netherlands 

and Norway. 

First elected to the Association’s Board of Directors in 1977, Cor also served as its Vice Chair prior to 
assuming his position as Secretary General in 1984. As an author of numerous books and articles, his 
publications include Recreation Development in Canada; Fitness and Amateur Sport in Canada; and 
Playing, Living and Learning in Canada. 



CALL FOR  
CORNELIS WESTLAND  

HUMANITARIAN AWARD 
 
 
 

 
© 2023 World Leisure Organization (WLO). All rights reserved. 

World Leisure Organization is a non-profit organization registered in the State of New York 
WLO Scientific and Technical Office, Calle Arenal 1, Segunda Planta, 48005 Bilbao, Spain 

Contact: (phone) +34 94 605 6151, (email) secretariat@worldleisure.org, www.worldleisure.org  

3 

The Cornelis Westland Humanitarian Award 
The Cornelis Westland Humanitarian Award seeks to recognize an individual or organization that has 
made significant and sustained contributions to the worldwide leisure movement, advancing human 
concerns. 

The Award recipient will receive free registration to the 17th World Leisure Congress in Dunedin, New 
Zealand (December 11-15, 2023).  

The Award recipient is expected to provide the funds to cover additional costs.  

Eligibility Criteria 
• Significant contributions as reflected in serving as an originator or promoter of a significant leisure 

project with worldwide implications; 

• Leadership to the leisure movement on a worldwide basis;  

• Significant policy or legislative acts leading to model programs, funding and/or partnerships that 
advance leisure with worldwide implications or significant scholarly or research contributions which 
advance and clarify issues, problems, trends, concepts or philosophical perspectives that gain 
worldwide attention. The individual and/or organization should reflect the same qualities as evident 
in Cor Westland’s leadership and personality reflecting his deep concern for advancing the 
wellbeing of others through leisure. 

Evaluation Criteria 
Applications will be evaluated on: 

• Impact of their contribution to the leisure movement on a worldwide basis; 

• Relevance of their contribution as a way of solving contemporary issues, problems and concerns 
and as new contributions advancing professional ideas and practice; 

• Impact of their leadership; 

• Personal leadership qualities as reflected in their consistency with Cor Westland’s legacy. 
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Application/Award Procedures 
• Name of the individual, title, organizational affiliation and full contact details; 

• A written statement of not more than 1,000 words that addresses the nominees scholarly efforts 
and/or other professional contributions, referencing the impact that the nominees contributions 
have made to leisure world wide;  

• The nominees curriculum vitae (2 pages maximum) 

• Nominations are due on 15th September 2023.  

• Winner notification due on 6th October 2023. 

 
 

Please send nominations in PDF format via email to World Leisure 

Secretariat: secretariat@worldleisure.org  
 

 

Applications are evaluated by World Leisure Board of Directors. 
 
 


